DECLARATION 
Of the Lord 


PROTECTOR 


And both Houſes of 


PARLIAMENT, 


For a day of "faluin Faſting and 


Humiliation, zo be obſerved 
in all places within the Common- 
wealth of England > Scot- 
land and Ireland , upon the 
Eighteenth day of May, 1659. 
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London, Printed by 7.S. 1659. 
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cumbent upon us, who are 
ſer upon the Watch Tower 
todeclare what weſee, and 
ſeriouſly weighing the con- 
dition oftheſe three Nations 
by Gods waies towards us, 
& our waies towards him, and the preſent po- 
ſture of Aﬀairs among us: Wc cannot but have 
{ad thoughts and apprehenſions of the tokens 
of Gods j juſt diſpleaſure againſt us; as for the 
waics of the Lord wherein he hath walked 
towards us, they have been waies of multi- 
tudes'of mercies in viciſſitudes of dangers; 
For»in the ſaddeſt diſpenſations of his provi- 
denceitowards us, he hath in the middeſt of 
Iudgment- remembred mercy, and hath ſeem- 
cd to-fay 'as of '61d to'Ephraim, and 1/7aell; 
how ſhall-I givthee up England * how ſhall 
I-detivet®youw” Scorlendt and” Ireland ? how 
ſhalt make-you as Admah? how ſhall I fet 
A2 you 
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eas Zihoiw? my heartis turned within. me, 
wxy-""repentiogs |. are." kjudled > together, 
yet we cannot fay, that his wrath is turn- 
ed; away; but his hand is ſtretched out 
ſtill, for though we have been emptied 
from _yell;ll.to "velll,. -yet We  can- finde 
no ref; or ſettlement. ; we.ſcenotourf ignes, 

norany thatcantell ushow long: This is a 
Lamentation , andifour wayes tow.grdg Gad 
mn all, this. be. conkdered, ict Do for a 
Lamenation ; fox infcag.of Hamblhi 
ſelyes under the. mighty hand of God , and 
mecting him in the wayes. of his ludgements, 
we tyra our backs upon, him, cal};hin owt-of: 
mind, vexhbis holy Majeſtic withour murmu- 
rings and complainin os.of Events , Tepirung at 
the Miſcarriages of Inſtruments; envying, cen- 
luripg and fretting againſt one another, no 
man in the mean time; laying bishand, upon 
his own heart, ſaying what haye I done ; how 
highly i is God provoked by. our great Apoſta- 
Cic and backſliding , ariſing Chiefly from 
want ofreceiving the truth in the, love-there- 
of, wherchythele Nationsareoveripread with 
many blaiphemics, , and damnable herefjes a- 
gainlt God himſelf. and his glorious attri- 
butes 


(s) 
butes, againſt the Lord Tefus Chrift. his Per- 
ſon, his Offices, -and his merits; againſt the 
holy ſpirit, againſt the word of God the one- 
ly rule of faith and life, by denying the autho- 
rity thereof, and crying up the light in the: 
hearts of, ſinfull menas the rule and guide ofall 
their agions, beſides many other abominable 
errours, which haye opened a wide door for 
theletting in of the moſt horrible contempt 
of the: Qrdinances and Inſtitutions of 7e/#s 
Chrift, of the Minifters and Miniſtry .of the 
glorious Goſpell, together with the growth 
of groſle Ignorance, Atheiſme and propha- 
nefle of all forts, ſuch as are yaine, (wearing 
and curling, prophanation of the Lords-day, 
Drunkenneſfle, Vncleanefle, and other ungod- 
ly courſes for which the Land mourns : And 
beſides all this, (that which ſhould be cauſe 
of deepeſt humiliation to us and is of high 
provocation to God) is the great ſcandall 
given by profcſiors, and the ſad diviſions a- 
mongſt them, whereby Religion hath been 
ſo wounded in the Houſe of their Friends; 
And that which makes theſe abominations 
the more nationall fand gives us the more 
cauſe to be humbled for themyis the too 
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much remiſſneſſh and connivance of the civill 
. Magiſtrates (to whom belongs © the care 
of maintaining Gods. publique worſhip, 
honour and purity of dodtrine aſwell 
as of puniſhing all ſins againſt the ſecond 
Table) in permitting the growth of theſe 
Abominations, by ſuffering perſons underthe 
abuſe of Liberty of Conſcience to diſturbe the 
publick Ordinances, and to publiſh their cor- 
ruptprinciples and praQtiſes, to the ſeducing 
and infeQing of others : And that which 
makes all thoſe ſinnes tobe out ofmeaſureſin- 
full, is, That they are againſt ſo many ſignall 
dceliverances and mercies under ſuch a glori- 
ous ſun ſhine ofthe Goſpel, and contrary-to 
{2 many Covenants, Vowes and Proreſtations 
perſonal and National. Norare we in this day 
of our humiliation to forget the Indgements 
of God, ' whereby he gives theſe Nations to- 
kens of his diſpleaſure; That inthe mid'ſt of 
all our Changes and Unſettlements , he hath 
filllefrus inthe'dark, and hid Counſell from 
the wiſe, ſo that hitherto we havenotattained 
unto that bappy \ſertlement in Church and 
State, Which hath layn ſo much npor the ſpi- 
rits, and hath bin fo muck in the prayers and, 
deſires” 
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deſires of all that fear him, That there bath 
bin ſo great a mortality upon man and beaſt in 
many places of this Nation, beſides the: decay 

of trade, & the great dearth which is amongſt 
us, which if the Lord benot ſo mercifull as to 
fend ſeaſonable weather, may threaten a fa- 
mine. Theſe things ſeriouſly conſidered; ls 
there nota cauſe to ſanQitic a Faſt ,to call a ſo- 
lemn Aſſembly, to gather the Elders , and all 
the Inhabitants of the Land into the houſe of 
the Lord our God, to cry mightily unto the' 
Lord: For which purpoſe, as alſo toimplore 
a blefling from God ypon the Counſels and 
proceedings of this preſent Parliament; his 
Highneſſe the Lord Prozefor and the Parlia- 
»zent do appoint, That in all places within 
England, Scotlandand Jreland, and the Domi- 
nions thereto belonging , the Eighteenth day 
of May next be ſet apart and obſerved as a day 
of ſolemn faſting and humiliation in all 
Churches , Chappels & Congregations with. 
intheſame; and we do will and require all 
Miniſters, and Paſtors of Congregations, to 
read or cauſe to beread this Declaration in 
their ſeyerall Churches, Chappels and Con- 
gregations on the Lords day next m_ 
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- the faid day of publick faſting 'to- the end 
the ſame may be the better taken notice 
of; And we doe alſo hereby will and re- 
quireall Iuftices ofthe Peace, and other Offi 
cers to ſce that the ſaid day be duly obſerved; 
And we do prohibit all Fairs, Markets, ope- 
ning of Shops, and other ordinary Labours 
and ecmployments, and all recreations upon 
the aid day. 


This ,Declaration Was thrice read in 
the Houſe of Commons and engroſſed 
and ſent to the other Houſe for their 
Concurrence. 
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